, the runner peanut (Arachis hypogaea L. subsp. hypogaea var. hypogaea) cv. FloRun 107 was observed in a commercial production field exhibiting symptoms of Sclerotinia blight caused by Sclerotinia sclerotiorum (Lib.) de Bary in Randolph County, AR (Porter and Melouk 1997) . Blighted plants with wilted leaves (Fig. 1) were observed in a few large foci (3 3 3 m) with several smaller foci (30 3 30 cm) scattered within a 400-m 2 section of a 24-ha field. Peanut stems in the lower canopy of symptomatic plants had straw-colored lesions with white, fluffy mycelium ( Fig. 2) . Black, irregularly shaped sclerotia (3 to 6 mm diameter) were observed on the surface and within infected stem tissue (Porter and Melouk 1997) (Figs. 2 and 3) . No apothecia were observed on soil surface. Final disease incidence at harvest was less than 1% of the field.
During September of 2014, the runner peanut (Arachis hypogaea L. subsp. hypogaea var. hypogaea) cv. FloRun 107 was observed in a commercial production field exhibiting symptoms of Sclerotinia blight caused by Sclerotinia sclerotiorum (Lib.) de Bary in Randolph County, AR (Porter and Melouk 1997) . Blighted plants with wilted leaves (Fig. 1) were observed in a few large foci (3 3 3 m) with several smaller foci (30 3 30 cm) scattered within a 400-m 2 section of a 24-ha field. Peanut stems in the lower canopy of symptomatic plants had straw-colored lesions with white, fluffy mycelium ( Fig. 2) . Black, irregularly shaped sclerotia (3 to 6 mm diameter) were observed on the surface and within infected stem tissue (Porter and Melouk 1997) (Figs. 2 and 3) . No apothecia were observed on soil surface. Final disease incidence at harvest was less than 1% of the field.
Isolations from surface-disinfected stems on potato dextrose agar (PDA) consistently yielded white, fluffy mycelia with black, irregularly shaped sclerotia (3 to 5 mm diameter) characteristic of S. sclerotiorum (Porter and Melouk 1997) . Six-week-old peanut plants (cv. FloRun 107) growing in pots were used to test pathogenicity. Each plant (one per pot) was inoculated by placing a 5-mm-diameter agar plug collected from the growing edge of a 2-day-old culture on PDA on the main stem. Plants (n 5 5) were incubated for 6 days in a humidity chamber where RH remained .95% and temperatures ranged from 23 to 26°C. Characteristic symptoms of Sclerotia blight were
FIGURE 1
Blighted peanut plants with white, fluffy mycelium on stems and petioles produced by Sclerotinia sclerotiorum.
FIGURE 2
Infected peanut stems exhibiting straw-colored lesions and large, black sclerotia on the stem surface produced by Sclerotinia sclerotiorum.
observed on all inoculated peanut plants whereas none of the plants (n 5 3) inoculated with sterile PDA agar plugs expressed symptoms. The pathogenicity test was repeated once on peanut cv. OLin with similar results. Sclerotinia sclerotiorum was consistently isolated from symptomatic tissue on PDA, fulfilling Koch's postulates.
Recently, there has been renewed interest in peanut production in Arkansas with commercial production acreage increasing from 600 in 2010 to 22,500 in 2016. Given that peanut production acreage is increasing, there is a need to document the incidence and distribution of peanut diseases in the state. To our knowledge, this is the first report of S. sclerotiorum on peanut occurring in Arkansas. The peanut field with Sclerotinia blight had a history of row crop production; thus the pathogen may have survived within the field on one of many host weed species (Boland and Hall 1994) . Because of the history of row-crop production in the area and the wide host range of S. sclerotiorum, it is very likely other peanut fields in the area are infested with this pathogen. Therefore, this pathogen could have a negative impact on peanut in the state.
